
Wayne, NJ-October 27 marked the 
first annual ñCuisine for a Cause; 
Taste the Difference Be the Differ-
ence.ò event. The restaurant tasting 
invited several eateries to show off 
their food from boutique dessert shops 
in Wayne to Family owned Middle 
Eastern Cuisine restaurants in Clifton. 
The Best Western Regency House was 
a great venue for CASA to hold the 
sampling of foods for a worthy cause 
where one hundred percent of the 
proceeds went to the Passaic County 
CASA for Children organization. 
 Robert Guarasci, a founding 
board member  of Passaic County 
CASA, and founder and Executive 

Director of NJ Community Develop-
ment Corporation was awarded the 
first annual Passaic County CASA 
Outstanding Commitment Award. 
 He was  presented the award 
by MariLou Parkinson, President of 
Passaic County CASAôs Board. 

 The Backbone of CASA 
Award, a one of a kind metal sculpture 
award, was granted to Nick Wallwork 
for the effort he dedicates to the 
CASA program. Nick is not a CASA 
volunteer or a staff member but he 
donates countless hours of his energy 
and time to fulfilling the CASA mis-
sion.  
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November was National 
Adoption Month. The 
focus of the event is to 

raise awareness of the 
129,000 children waiting 
in foster care for a per-

manent home. National 
Adoption Day  was cele-
brated in Passaic County 
on November 20. Courts 
across the country  final-
ized many adoptions of 
foster children at special 
Adoption Day events. 

 A stunning 45 
percent of Americans 
think children in foster 
care have entered the 
system because of juve-
nile delinquency; though  
children actually enter 
the system through no 

Recent Legislation 

Cuisine for a Cause 

CASA would like to congratulate the advocates from 

the summer 2008 class (pictured above with Hon. Judge 

Diamond)  

Congratulations  Summer ó08 

Passaic County CASA, Inc. is  a 501(c)3 not
-for-profit organization. And if youôd like to 
donate an item, the staff has written a ñwish 
listò of items that are needed. These re-
sources help CASA complete our mission 
of providing for a corps of trained volun-
teers who work to ensure that needed ser-
vices and assistance are made available to 
children in out of home placement while 
helping move them toward safe and perma-
nent homes. 

8.5ò x 11ò copy paper 
Gas gift cards 
Legal pads 
Dry erase boards 
Trash bags 
Digital camera 
DVD player 
1ò 3 ring binders 
Business envelopes 
Restaurant/deli/supermarket to spon-

sor training, i.e.; food and snacks 
for CASA volunteers during train-
ing classes. 

Paper shredder 

Classification Folders, Letter size with 
2 partitions 

Computer Audio Speakers 
Postage Stamps 
Training refreshments (chips, drinks, 

plastic ware, cups, plates, etc.) 
Post-it pads 

 If you would like to buy part of or 
all of any items listed above as a gift for the 
Passaic County CASA Organization, or 
know someone who would like to donate 
any of the items to help us complete our 
mission, please contact the office directly.  

Thank you. 

Wish list 

see Legislation 

see Cuisine 



Thorough, determined, and 
driven are all words used to 
describe Laura Z, CASAôs 
volunteer of October. 

It seems as though she was 
born for this position. A first   
grade teacher in Clifton, 
Laura has worked for an early 
intervention agency and is 
certified in elementary educa-
tion, special education, and as 
a reading specialist. As a 
teacher sheôs seen many chil-
dren in and out of her class-
room because of the foster 
care  system and remains de-
termined to find permanency 
for each child. The child 

Laura is work-
ing with has 
undergone 
several crisis 
situations, 
requiring 
Laura to par-
ticipate in 
several court 

hearing all in the month of 
October. Her constant sacri-
fices and dedication to this 
child have made her standout 
as a volunteer this month. She 
also makes her own jewelry 
and donated some for CASAôs 
first Cuisine for a Cause. 
Thanks Laura, for making 
your hard work look easy. 

 We know Laura has the gumption to 
work with CASA kids, because not 
only is she an experienced high 
school guidance counselor, but she 
was the ever-patient guidance coun-
selor of our own Director, Erica 
Fischer. Laura goes the extra mile to 
advocate on behalf of children. 
When given one child to work with, 
she asked also for the childôs sibling. 
After taking on the 2 sisters, a few 
days later the office received a call 
from Laura asking ñis there a court 
order for the third sibling?ò  Why? 
ñBecause it just freakinô makes 
sense!ò was her reply. 

Laura doesnôt need 
a logistical reason, 
she has a moral 
one. The ability 
and perseverance to 
stand up for the 
kids that arenôt 
getting a fair shake 
is Lauraôs claim to 

fame. 

There doesnôt seem to be a task that 
she wonôt tackle with accuracy and 
determination. Congratulations 
Laura from everyone here at  Passaic 
County CASA for being our Novem-
ber Volunteer of the Month. 

Tom is a 
retired court 
administra-
tor and our 
volunteer of 
the month 
for Septem-
ber. Tom 
r e m a i n s 

diligent in recording history 
for every child he works with. 
Tomôs persistence and good 
nature towards gaining a 
higher level  of education for 
the children he is advocating 
for has only polished the ster-
ling reputation he has with the 

childôs DYFS worker. Tom 
always goes above and beyond, 
but especially when it comes 
to his court reporting. His 
court reports are always thor-
ough and professional.  

Tom has willingly gone out of 
most volunteerôs comfort 
zones to visit prison to meet 
with a relative of the child he 
works with. Thatôs dedication!
CASA staff knows Tom will 
never leave a stone unturned 
and thatôs why the organiza-
tion feels itôs important to 
recognize him individually. 

Septemberï Advocate Tom Lowe Novemberï Advocate Laura Neuscheler 

Octoberï Advocate Laura Zacharyczuk 
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CASA T Shirts and Golf Poloôs  Available 

in all sizes now!  

Laura Neusch-

eler  

Erica and MariLou standing outside the CASA tent at Pompton Lakes 

Day in the Summer of  2008 with one the óCASA Kidsô. 

CASA at Pompton Lakes Day 

fault of their own, as victims of 
abuse, abandonment and/or 
neglect. A majority of those con-
sidering adoption are concerned 
that biological parents will be 
able to take the child back. 
However, once child is legally 
freed by the courts, birth par-
ents can no longer claim or peti-
tion for their return.  What can 

you do? Consider opening your 
home to a child in need of a 
permanent home. CASA is 
working on behalf of many chil-
dren who are considered ñlegal 
orphansò and in desperate need 
of an adoptive family.  

Please visit www.njadopt.org or 
call the CASA office to learn 
more about adopting a child 
from foster care. 

Legislation 

Laura 

Zacharyczuk  

Tom Lowe  



ñAsk the Judge Nightò was a 
very successful and enjoyable 
evening welcoming Judge 
Sokalski of the Passaic 
County Family Court. Judge 
Sokalski gave a short presen-
tation about the role of the 
court in family matters and 
how they relate to CASA 
volunteers. He talked about 
the legal proceedings and his 
experiences as a family court 
judge before opening the 
floor to questions from the 
trainees and volunteers. 
Guests and the Judge had a 
passionate discussion about 
issues surrounding abused 
and neglected children in 
Passaic County. 

Volunteers typically donôt 
have the option to ask ques-
tions of the judge when heôs 
presiding over court, so this 
evening allowed a unique 
opportunity to ask the Judge 
all our burning questions. 
Having a Judge voluntarily 

participate in this type of 
forum outside of the court is 
unique and very special, but 
anyone who knows Judge 
Sokalski isnôt surprised! 

Judge Sokalski complimented 
CASA, he  repeatedly re-
minded volunteers that he 
welcomes  dialogue between 
the court and the volunteer 
advocates. ñIf something is 
wrong with a child, please 
just write me a letter and tell 
me. Itôs often the only way I 
will know and be able to do 
something to change the 
situation.ò stated Judge So-
kalski. ñ You are my eyes and 
ears. I really appreciate the 
work each of  you do for 
these kids.ò  

The relaxed atmosphere al-
lowed Judge Sokalski to share 
the experiences he had while 

in criminal court and what 
he hopes to see more of now 
that heôs in family court.  
While answering any and all 
questions, he continued to 
compliment the work of 
Passaic Countyôs Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates 
and stressed the importance 
of having an advocateôs court 
report in front of him while 

ruling on the best interest of 
the child. 

The event was well received 
and undoubtedly helpful to 
everyone who attended. We  
greatly thank  Judge Sokalski 
for his willingness to spend 
the evening with us and for 
the wonderful advocate that 
he is for Passaic Countyôs 
abused and neglected chil-

 All the staff at CASA 
look forward to next yearôs 
event, along with the food and 
friends that will show their sup-
port. 

Popular ñAsk the Judge Nightò tops off FALL 2008 Training 
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Caption describing picture or graphic.  

Cuisine Comedy  

BEEFSTEAK  

And  

Silent Auction    

 February 18 6 -10 pm  

at    

The Brownstone House  

351 W. Broadway,  

Paterson, NJ  

 

$60 per person  

 

For  information 

please contact  

Passaic County  CASA  

973.832.4002  

SAVE  

THE  

DATE!  

2/18/09  Our next info Meeting is on  
1-6--09 

at 7 pm RSVP by calling 
973.832.4002  

Judge Sokalski answers questions from voluntters  


