
What is a CASA?
CASA stands for Court Appointed Special Advocate. A CASA is a volunteer who has been appointed 
by the Judge to advocate for you in the court and foster care systems. CASAs have all had training to
become your advocate.

Why do I have a CASA?
CASAs can be assigned to work with you for many reasons. In all cases, the court has decided that you
would benefit from having an individual who is responsible for speaking up for you in the court and 
foster care systems. Your CASA will advocate for you to get everything that is in your best interest and 
that things go as smoothly as possible for you.

I already have a DCP&P caseworker and a Law Guardian, why do I have another person?
Yes, you already have a DCP&P worker, law guardian, and many other people working with you. Your 
CASA is very different from all these people, though. The first difference is that your CASA only has 
one case—YOU! They do not have many different children and families to take care of at the same time, 
so they can be more focused on you. Also, the CASA is a volunteer and they do this because they care
about children. Your CASA is the only person who will talk to everyone involved in your life. They will
help you in the court system, the DCP&P system, your school, your medical care, and your foster home 
or group home.

What will my CASA do?
Your CASA has many responsibilities. You may not see everything they do, but just remember they are
still working for you. Your CASA will visit you at least once a month and stay in contact by phone in
between. Your CASA will keep in touch with everyone else in your life to find out how you are doing.
Your CASA will speak to family that may be involved in your case, or that you would like to have 
involved. Your CASA will gather new information as well as help speak up for you at meetings and 
court hearings. Your CASA will submit a written report to the judge telling him/her what’s going on in 
your life and anything that you would like to tell the judge. Also, if there are things that you may need 
or would like to see different, make sure you tell that to your CASA.

How do I contact my CASA?
Unless your CASA gives you a different phone number, the best way to reach your CASA is to call the
CASA of Passaic and Union Counties office. If your CASA can not be reached for some reason, the 
Case Supervisor at the CASA office will help you. If no one answers when you call the office, please 
leave a message. The phone number is 973-832-4002. You can also email the office at
info@casapassaicunion.org

Your CASA’s name is: _______________________________________ 
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Que es un CASA?
CASA son las siglas para “Court Appointed Special Advocate”. Un CASA es un voluntario que ha sido
asignado por el Juez para presentar en la corte y a DCPP lo que es mejor para ti. Los CASAS reciben
entrenamiento para esta mision.

Porque tengo un CASA?
CASAs pueden ser asignados por muchas razones. En todos los casos, el juez ha decidido que seria 
bueno para ti tener a alguien que sea responsable de hablar por ti en la corte y con DCPP. Tu CASA 
buscara la forma de que tengas todo lo que necesitas y ayudara a que el proceso sea mas facil para ti.

Yo ya tengo a un trabajador de DCP&P, y tengo un abogado, porque debo tener a otra persona?
Si, ya tienes a un trabajador/a de DCP&P, abogado y muchas otras personas que trabajan contigo. Tu
CASA es muy diferente a esas personas. La primera diferencia es que tu CASA solo tiene un caso -el
TUYO! El o ella no tiene muchos niños y familias diferentes de los cuales preocuparse al mismo 
tiempo, asi que puede enfocarse mas en ti. Ademas, el CASA es un voluntario que hace esto porque le 
interesa ayudar a los niños y jovenes. Tu CASA es la unica persona que hablara con todas las personas 
que hay en tu vida. El o ella te ayudara con el sistema de la corte, el sistema de DCP&P, tu escuela, tus 
doctores y tu hogar de crianza.

Que hara mi CASA?
Tu CASA tiene muchas responsabilidades. Puede que no veas todo lo que tu CASA hace, pero solo
recuerda que siempre esta trabajando por ti. Tu CASA te visitara por lo menos una vez al mes y estara
en contacto contigo por telefono. Tu CASA estara en contacto con todas las personas que estan
envueltas en tu caso para saber como te va. Tu CASA hablara con familiares que estan envueltos en tu
caso, o aquellos familiares que quisieras ver o visitar. Tu CASA obtendra informacion y tambien 
ayudara a que tu opinion se oiga en las reuniones y en audiencias con el juez. Tu CASA le entregara 
un reporte a la corte y al juez diciendole lo que esta ocurriendo en tu vida y cualquier otra cosa que 
quieras que el juez sepa. Ademas, si hay cosas que necesitas o cosas que quieres cambiar, asegurate 
de decirselo a tu CASA.

Como contacto a mi CASA?
A menos que tu CASA te de un numero de telefono diferente, la mejor manera de encontrarlo or
encontrarla es llamando a la oficina de CASA of Passaic and Union Counties. Si no puedes encontrar 
a tu CASA, puedes hablar con la Supervisora de CASA y ella te ayudara. Si nadie contesta el telefono, 
por favor deja un mensaje. El numero es 973-832-4002. Tambien puedes enviar un email a  
info@casapassaicunion.org

El nombre de tu CASA es: _______________________________________
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